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THE STORY OF AN IVANHOE EXHIBIT 



HANNAH LOGASA 
Librarian, University of Chicago High School 



I am not entering the lists as a champion for the teaching of 
Ivanhoe, but I wish to tell of the co-operation of the English depart- 
ment with the library in making an Ivanhoe exhibit for the National 
Council of Teachers of English. The plan of the exhibit was not 
only to list material, editions, and illustrations, but also to show 
the reaction of pupils toward the material. To show this reaction 
the papers of the pupils formed a part of the exhibit. 

The librarian prepared a list of topics with references which were 
given as a lesson assignment by the English teacher to her pupils. 

Library List — Topics with References 

life of scott 

Garnett, Richard, and Gosse, Edmund. IV, 69-74. 
George, A. J. From Chaucer to Arnold, pp. 406-17. 
Griswold, H. T. Home Life of Great Authors, pp. 64-74. 
Howells, W. D. My Literary Passions, pp. 33-35. 
Lockhart, J. G. Life of Sir Walter Scott. 

SOCIAL LIFE OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY 

Atkinson, A. M. An Introduction to American History — European Beginnings: 

" Country People in the Middle Ages," pp. 160-76. 
Besant, London. Chaps, ii and iii. 
Calthrop, D. English Costume: 

"Richard the First," pp. 55-66. 
Fairholt, F. W. Costume in England, I, 80-157. 
Gotch, J. A. Growth of the English House: 

"Norman Keep," chap. i. 
Grierson, E. Children's Book of English Ministers (York). 
Synge, M. B. Social Life in England, pp. 61-98. 
Tappan, E. M. When Knights Were Bold: 

"Daily Life in a Castle," chap. v. 

"How Goods Were Sold," chap. xii. 

"Life in a Town," chap. x. 

"Schools and Literature," chap. xiii. 

i75 



176 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

CHIVALRY 

Bulfinch, T. Age of Chivalry. 

Gautier, L. Chivalry. 

Tappan, E. M. When Knights Were Bold: 

"Jousts and Tournaments," chap. iii. 

"Knight's Arms and Armor," chap. ii. 

"Page, Squire, and Knight," chap. i. 

THE CRUSADES 

Atkinson, A. M. An Introduction to American History — European Beginnings: 

"Crusades," pp. 138-48. 
Church, A. J. Crusades. 
. Stories from English History: 

" Crusades," pp. 165-86. 
Joinville, J. de. Chronicles of the Crusades, pp. 69-339. 
Tappan, E. M. When Knights Were Bold: 

"Pilgrimages and Crusades," chap. vii. 

KING RICHARD I 

Blaisdell, A. F., and Ball, F. K. English History Story-Book: 

"King Richard," pp. 69-75. 
Church, A. J. Stories from English History: 

"King Richard's Crusade," pp. 165-87. 
Colby, C. W. Selections from Sources of English History (1 192) : 

"Prowess of Cceur de Lion," pp. 68-69. 
Guerber, H. A. Story of the English: 

"King Richard," pp. 105-17. 

ROBIN HOOD 

Blaisdell, A. F., and Ball, F. K. English History Story-Book: 

"Robin Hood," pp. 76-81. 
Gilbert, H. Robin Hood, illustrated in color by Walter Crane. 
Pyle, H. Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. 
Stories of Legendary Heroes: 

"Robin Hood," pp. 162-89. 
Tappan, E. M. Robin Hood — His Book. 

TREATMENT OF THE JEWS 

Colby, C. W. Selections from Sources of English History: 

"Sufferings of the Mediaeval Jew," pp. 66-67. 
Green, History of the English People: 

"The Crown and the Jews," I, 336-41. 
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The pupils were eager to begin their work, and the teacher's 
suggestion that pupils find material not on the library list found a 
ready response. The pupils brought books from their home 
libraries to school. One pupil brought a large china placque which 
depicted a scene from Ivanhoe in the center and was decorated with 
medallions of Richard the Lion-Hearted along the outside border. 

A partial list of the books consulted by the pupils from their 
home libraries is here given: Book of Knowledge; Britannica; 
England's Kings in Norman Times; Guest, History of England; 
James, Richard Cozur de Lion; Perkins, Robin Hood; West, Modern 
History; Wilmot-Buxton, Story of the Crusades. 

The research spirit of pupils is strong. They looked upon the 
lesson as a sort of intellectual game and enjoyed it. Pupils were in 
no case content with consulting but one reference, and many read 
more than the references to their topic. Pupils made an attempt 
to evaluate the references read. In a great many cases they dis- 
cussed with the librarian the point of view and treatment, and 
questioned whether the accounts were true. Pupils were greatly 
puzzled by the many different treatments of the character of 
Richard the Lion-Hearted — the model of knighthood in some 
accounts; the ungrateful son, the king unmindful of the needs of 
his people, in others. The pupils preferred to think of King 
Richard as the flower of chivalry. 

One pupil who had chosen the topic, "Social Life of the English 
People in the Twelfth Century," came to me in great distress. 
After reading all the references, she had found no mention of dances 
and parties and therefore could not write on the social life. I 
explained that "social life" included many things that are not 
"society life," and she finally compromised, as it were, by writing 
on "Dress in the Twelfth Century." 

The attitude of the pupils toward this lesson assignment and 
toward subsequent lessons brought out some interesting points. 

1. Pupils have an inherent interest in heroes, conflicts, pageants. 

When the lesson assignment was given out, there was a clamor 
on the part of the pupils to be allowed to write on "Robin Hood"; 
as a second choice they preferred to write on the "Tournament"; 
their third choice was " King Richard." The pageantry of chivalry 
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and of the Crusades is an artistic pleasure which pupils share with 
their love of a circus parade. Tales of heroes, feats of strength, 
mighty deeds, make a powerful appeal to the imagination of adoles- 
cent youth. This hero interest subsequently broadens out to 
include all who fight for the right, who battle to save life. To 
young people there is something wonderful about a great man. Is 
it not that unnamable quality which their imagination has asso- 
ciated with the heroes of old ? 

2. Interest in mediaeval life leads to an interest in mediaeval 
history. 

The Saxons and the Normans differed greatly in their contribu- 
tion to the language, history, and customs of England. Their share 
in the civilization of England becomes apparent to the pupils in 
their study of the social life of early England. Pupils wanted to 
know what happened before the Anglo-Saxon period and whether 
the Normans were able to hold England. Their curiosity was 
aroused to read the history of England for the first time. 

3. Interest in the social life of the Saxons and the Normans 
creates an interest in Anglo-Saxon and Norman literature. 

To my mind the most important result of the lesson assignment 
was the greater interest in early English literature. Creating 
interest in the life of a people is creating interest in literature. 
Beowulf, Bede, Chaucer, the Arthurian legends, fit into the atmos- 
phere of mediaeval life. Teaching the early literature of a people 
without adequate preparation for it, is to make that literature 
obscure and ridiculous in the light of twentieth-century experience. 
When pupils have been taught to be in sympathy with the mediaeval 
spirit and traditions, they take a real joy in the literature. 



